e t e r V i e t z e (Sponsored by James M. S u t h e r l a n d ) . U n i v e r s i t y of C i n c i n n a t i College of Medicine, C i n c i n n a t i , Ohio.
s o c i a l l y disadvantaged mother-infant p a i r s d u r i n g f i r s t year of l i f e --r e s u l t e d i n the development of a maternal s o c i a l r i s k s c o r e instrument.
I n t h e r e t r o s p e c t i v e a n a l y s i s of 15 s o c i a l v a r i a b l e s d e s c r i b i n g multi-problem f a m i l i e s , mother's age, educ a t i o n , plans f o r r e t u r n i n g t o school, l i v i n g arrangement, geographic l i v i n g a r e a , and any r e p o r t e d s o c i a l l y d e v i a n t behavior were most p r e d i c t i v e of s o c i a l r i s k s t a t u s .
I n t e ra c t i o n between s o c i a l r i s k s c o r e s of mothers and performance of t h e i r i n f a n t s was analyzed. There was a n e g a t i v e c o r r e l at i o n between r i s k s c o r e s of mothers and performance of t h e i r i n f a n t s a t year one (r=-.388; p C . 0 2 ) ; a t y e a r two (r=-.488; p c.008) and a t year t h r e e ( v e r b a l , r=-.340; pC.049 and c o g n i t i v e , r=-.288; p C . 0 9 9 ) .
An instrument which i s a b l e t o a s s e s s m a t e r n a l r i s k a t b i r t h may be an important new parameter i n p r e v e n t i v e p e d i a t r i c treatment.
f q~ I PRE-TEE1 ITAXTS : POSTNATAL ILLNESS AND EARLY HONE 1 S a r a l e E. Cohen, Arthur H. Parmelee, School of Medicine, U n i v e r s i t y of Caliof P e d i a t r i c s .
I
There h a s been some s p e c u l a t i o n t h a t neonatal i l l n e s s may int e r f e r e with subsequent maternal c a r e . Contrary t o t h i s speculat i o n , neonatal i l l n e s s i n pre-term i n f a n t s tended t o enhance r a t h e r than diminish maternal c a r e g i v i n g e f f o r t a s a s s e s s e d i n t h e home. ? ! a t u r a l i s t i c o b s e r v a t i o n s were made i n t h e home a t onc month p a s t t h e i n f a n t ' s expected d a t e of b i r t h , 44 weeks concept i o n a l age. The home behaviors were r e l a t e d t o assessments of o b s t e t r i c a l and p o s t n a t a l complications ( O b s t e t r i c a l Complicat i o n s S c a l e and P o s t n a t a l Complications S c a l e ) i n a group of 122 pre-term i n f a n t s . Caregiving behaviors were more s t r o n g l y r el a t e d t o p o s t n a t a l i l l n e s s than t o o b s t e t r i c a l complications. A l l r e l a t i o n s h i p s t h a t were s i g n i f i c a n t between t h e c a r e g i v e r ' s behavior and t!ie i l l n e s s of t h e i n f a n t were such t h a t t h e s i c ke r i n f a n t received more a t t e n t i v e n e s s than t h e l e s s s i c k i n f a n t . Tile increased a t t e n t i v e n e s s ,.?as evidenced i n s o c i a l i n t e r a c t i o n , verhnl s t i a u l a t i o n , and c a r e t a k i n g . The r e s u l t s suggest t h a t t h e c a r e g i v e r s of t h e b a b i e s who have experienced more n e o n a t a l complications have not pulled away from o r r e j e c t e d t h e i r inf a n t s . Although t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s were moderate and accounted f o r only n s m l l amount of t h e v a r i a n c e i n t h e c a r e g i v e r ' s be-: o v i o r , the r e s u l t s do suggest t h a t withdrawal from t h e s i c k inf a n t i s not a necessary outcome. ? u n i v e r s i t y of Vermont, Dept. of P e d i a t r i c s , Burlington, Vt.
Low b i r t h w e i g h t i n f a n t s have been shown t o b e a t g r e a t e r r i s k than f u l l -t e r m i n f a n t s f o r problems i n p a r e n t -c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n . Whether o r n o t t r a n s p o r t i n g b a b i e s t o n e o n a t a l c e n t e r s might i n c r e a s e t h e r i s k h a s been questioned. This s t u d y e v a l u a t e d t h e e f f e c t s of e a r l y parent-child separ a t i o n upon p a r e n t a l a t t i t u d e s and n e o n a t a l behavior i n t h e very low b i r t h w e i g h t (VLBW) i n f a n t ( < 1500 grams). During an18month p e r i o d , 30 VLBW infant-mother p a i r s and 30 f u l l -t e r m c o n t r o l s (C: e n t e r e d t h e study.
They were matched by maternal age and p a r i t y and s e x of t h e i n f a n t . The VLBW c a s e s c o n s i s t e d of 1 0 inborn (Gp. I ) , 10 t r a n s p o r t e d (Gp. 11) and 10 m a t e r n a l l f e t a l t r a n s p o r t (Gp. 111). P a r e n t a l v i s i t i n g p a t t e r n s and behavior were unobttv s i v e l y recorded by t h e n u r s i n g s t a f f . The Michigan Screening P r o f i l e f o r P a r e n t i n g (MSPP -H e l f e r , e t a l . ) was administered t o each mother, and t h e Brazelton Assessment S c a l e (BAS) was used t o e v a l u a t e t h e newborn a t t h e time of d i s c h a r g e and a g a i n one month l a t e r .
There were no d i f f e r e n c e s i n p a r e n t a l a t t i t u d e s between Groups 1-111. However, t h e r e were d i f f e r e n c e s between VLBW and C groups on a ) e m o t i o n a l needs met and b) r e a l i s t i c e x p e c t a t i o n s .
, When i n f a n t s w i t h i n t r a c r a n i a l hemorrhage were e x c l u d e d , t h e r e were no d i f f e r e n c e s on BAS between Groups 1-111, o r VLBW compared t o C. V i s i t i n g p a t t e r n s were v a r i a b l e . These f i n d i n g s s u p p o r t t h e concept of r e g i o n a l i z e d c a r e .
, , 1 MATERNAL EMOTIONAL DEPRIVATION ASSOCIATED WITH LOW BIRTH WEIGHT. V i r g i n i a R. Brush, James F. Clapp and A l i s t a i r G.S. P h i l i p (Spon. by R. J. McKay, J r . ) Univ Depts. of P e d i a t r i c s and O b s t e t r i c s , Burlington, Vt Early prena;al i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of t h e mother who i s l i k e l y t o produce a low b i r t h weight (LBW) i n f a n t i s d i f f i c u l t , but would be h e l p f u l i n management. T h i r t y v e r y low b i r t h weight (VLBW,4 1500 grams) infanemothe p a i r s and 30 f u l l -t e r m c o n t r o l s (C)
were s e l e c t e d s e q u e n t i a l l y over an 18-month p e r i o d . They were matched by maternal age, p a r i t y and s e x of i n f a n t . The Michigan Screening P r o f i l e f o r P a r e n t i n g (MSPP, H e l f e r e t a l ) , which i d e n t
i f i e d p o t e n t i a l f o r problems i n p a r e n t -c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n , was a d m i n i s t e r e d t o each mother a t t h e time of t h e i n f a n t ' s d i s c h a r g e and a g a i n one month l a t e r .
Preliminary a n a l y s i s shows s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s between VLBW' s and C's: 1 ) 42% of VLBW mothers responded n e g a t i v e l y o r i n c o n s i s t e n t l y t o "Emotional needs met" ( r e f l e c t i n g a nonn u r t u r i n g upbringing) v e r s u s 19% of C's; 2) 21% of VLBW mothers r e p o r t e d poor r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h t h e i r p a r e n t s v e r s u s 6% of C's 3) 17% of VLBW mothers had r e a l i s t i c e x p e c t a t i o n s f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n , v e r s u s 44% of C's; 4) 29% of VLBW mothers r e p o r t e d a pregnancy i n t e r v a l of l e s s than 1 year v e r s u s 7% of C's. 67 LBW's (1500-2500 grams) showed 38% w i t h pregnancy i n t e r v a l l e s s than 1 y e a r , and 45% w i t h p s y c h o s o c i a l problems.
These r e s u l t s s u g g e s t t h a t knowledge of emotional d e p r i v a t i o~ might lead t o e a r l i e r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of women a t r i s k f o r LBW i n f a n t s , and t o more e f f e c t i v e p r e v e n t i o n of LBW.
h previous study of u t i l i z a t i o n p a t t e r n s i n t h e Wyler Child r e n ' s H o s p i t a l Emergency Room e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t males c o n s i s t e n t l y v i s i t more o f t e n than females. Data c o l l e c t e d from 1807 cons e c u t i v e v i s i t s from August 1 t h r u August 15, 1977 were reviewed by d i a g n o s i s and s e x t o determine i f p a r t i c u l a r d i s e a s e categor i e s account f o r t h i s d i f f e r e n c e .
53.2% of t h e v i s i t s s t u d i e d were male while t h e population served was 50.5%. This d i f f e rence was s i g n i f i c a n t a t t h e p c.003 l e v e l . Diagnoses reviewed showed a male predominance f o r simple l a c e r a t i o n s w i t h 67 of 101 v i s i t s (p=.O16) and a c u t e a s t h m a t i c episodes with 58 of 84 v i si t s ( p <.003). These were t h e t h i r d and s i x t h most common diagnoses made r e s p e c t i v e l y . None of t h e o t h e r common d i a g n o s t i c c a t e g o r i e s demonstrated a s t a t i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e from t h e population served. Urinary t r a c t i n f e c t i o n s which accounted f o r only 14 v i s i t s during t h e study were s t r o n g l y weighted toward females with 13 (p=.003). These d a t a confirm t h e observaLion t h a t males use t h e emergency room more than females. During t h e s t u d y p e r i o d , t h i s d i f f e r e n c e was a t t r i b u ta b l e t o the l a r g e r number of males r e q u i r i n g treatment f o r acutc a s t h m a t i c episodes and simple l a c e r a t i o n s .
PEDIATRIC EMERGENCY ROOM UTILIZATION BY DIAGNOSIS AND
SEX. Jay E. Berkelhamer, F r a n c i s Munkenbeck, Stephen M. Davidson, Catherine M. Wigder, and Suzanne Bornby John D. Madden). U n i v e r s i t y of Chicago, Wyler C h i l d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l , Department of P e d i a t r i c s , Chicago, I l l i n o i s p t o 2 y e a r s . Denver Developmental Screening T e s t (DDST) and a y l e y S c a l e s were administered a l t e r n a t e l y a t 6 month i n t e r v a l s .
he DDST was scored a s normal o r abnormal and t h e Bayley was con-OF DEVELOPMENTAL TESTING I N HIGH R I S K -INFANTS. Kalo Cardozo, Charles R. Bauer (span. by Eduardo ~a n c a l a r i ) U n i v e r s i t y of Miami, School of of P e d i a t r i c s , Miami, F l o r i d a . One hundred and t e n neonates r e a u i r i n a i n t e n s i v e c a r e and f e l t
